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ELECTION RESULTS CERTIFIED;
LPNY LOOKS TO THE FUTURE

by Andrew Kolstee
LPNY Secretary

The 2024 election was a difficult
one for the Libertarian Party of New
York. It was the first time the Liber-
tarian Party candidate was not on
the ballot in New York since 1972.
The ballot access thresholds were
raised in 2020, making it more dif-
ficult to petition. On top of that, the
Libertarian National Convention
was not held until the end of peti-
tioning period, and so the nominees
were not known when collecting
signatures.

This was the first time since 1956
(Eisenhower versus Stevenson),
and the second time since 1872
(Grant versus Greeley) in which
New Yorkers only had two choices
on the ballot for President of the
United States.

Certified Results

The New York State Board of Elec-
tions has certified the 2024 elec-
tion. A total of 5,338 write-in votes
for Chase Oliver/Mike ter Maat has
been reported. Unfortunately, we
presently do not have a good com-
parison to the write-in campaign for
Larry Sharpe/Andrew Hollister for
the 2022 gubernatorial election, as
the data is incomplete and showed
1,838 from 52 out of 62 counties, al-

though some of those counties only
had partial results.

We are still reviewing the coun-
ty-by-county results for 2024 and
a more detail analysis will be pub-
lished later. We encourage you to
review the results in your area and
if you find anything questionable,
please contact us.

Activism as the Future

Despite not getting on the ballot,
the Libertarian Party of New York
continues to look to other strategies
to advance liberty beyond the elec-
toral process.

LPNY Chair Duane Whitmer has
urged Libertarians in New York
get involved in other ways such as
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speaking at local board meetings,
reaching out and talking about the
issues to your local elected officials,
and networking with other groups.
Jim Ostrowski, who has advocated
for direct action for years, spoke to
the State Committee at their De-
cember 15, 2024 meeting. Future
articles here will provide examples
and tips on how you can advance
liberty in your area.

The Liberty Test

The Communications Committee
and Platform Committee has been
working on developing an LPNY
podcast entitled The Liberty Test.
They have been working on testing
the format and the technical aspects
of the podcast, and more details will
be provided in a future issue on the
podcast itself. Stay tuned.

Ballot Access Fight Continues

The fight for ballot access will con-
tinue, as the LPNY continues to
work with the Green Party of New
York in seeking options to advo-
cate for ballot access reform in New
York State.
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COUNTY AFFILIATE NEWS

ALLEGANY

CONTACT:
Jame VanDewalker,
County Liasion
jvandewalker@Ilpny.org

LEARN MORE:
fb.com/AlleganyCountyLP

CHAUTAUQUA

NEXT MEETING:

Tues., Jan. 14, 2025 @ 7:00 PM
and Zoom
(second Tuesdays)

CONTACT:
Andrew Kolstee, Chair
akolstee@lpny.org

LEARN MORE:
www.chautauquaL.P.org
fb.com/chautauqual.P

CHEMUNG

CONTACT:
Craig Colwell, Chair
ccolwell78 @gmail.com

LEARN MORE:
Ipchemung.org

COLUMBIA

NEXT MEETING:
Wed., Jan. 15, 2025 @ 7 PM
Google Meet
(third Wednesdays)

CONTACT:
Scott Hoskins, Chair
scottdhoskins@gmail.com

CLINTON

CONTACT:
Zachary Remian,
County Liaison
zremian@lpny.org
(518) 310-6664

DUTCHESS

NEXT MEETING:
Sat., Jan. 18, 2025 @ 5 PM
Location Varies
(3rd Saturdays)

CONTACT:
Robert Cocomello, Chair
Catrina Rocco, Vice-Chair
info@dutchesscountylp.org

LEARN MORE:
dutchesscountylp.org

ERIE

NEXT MEETING:
Held Monthly via Zoom

CONTACT:
Duane Whitmer, Chair

chairman@eriecountylp.org

KINGS (BROOKLYN)

NEXT MEETING:

Tues., Jan. 21, 2025 at 3 PM

@ Fourth Avenue Pub

76 4th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11217

(3rd Tuesdays)

CONTACT:

Christopher Skelly, Chair

cskelly@cskelly.tech

MADISON

CONTACT:
Mark Braiman, Chair
mbraiman@lpny.org

MONROE

NEXT MEETING:
Thurs., Jan. 2, 2024 @ 7 PM
(first Thursdays)
Contact us for the link.

CONTACT:
Steve Becker, Chair
drsbecker@aol.com

LEARN MORE:
monroecountylp.org
Ask about the Google Group
and social meetings

NASSAU

NEXT MEETING:
Thurs., Jan. 9, 2025 at 7 PM
@ Landmark Diner
(2nd Thursdays)

CONTACT:
Jon Gunther,

Executive Committee Chair
jonguntherlibertarian@gmail.com

Blay Tarnoff,
County Committee Chair
LPNY@eblay.com

NEW YORK (MANHATTAN)

CONTACT:
Chance Haywood, Chair
chaywood@lpny.org
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NIAGARA

CONTACT:
Wendi Szabo,
County Liaison
wendiszabo@gmail.com

ONEIDA

NEXT MEETING:
Contact Keith for the link
CONTACT:
Keith Redhead, Chair
kredhead @lpny.org

ONONDAGA

CONTACT:
Rachel Becker, Chair
reb4128@rit.edu

ORANGE

CONTACT:
Juan Ayala, Chair
livefree@juanrayala.com

PUTNAM

NEXT MEETING:

Thurs., Jan. 9, 2025 at 7 PM

at McCarthy’s

374 Route 52, Carmel, NY 10512

(2nd Thursdays)
CONTACT:

Bill O’Donnell, Chair
billod10704@gmail.com

QUEENS

NEXT MEETING:

Sat., Jan. 11, 2025 at 12 PM

Stamatis Greek

and Mediterranean Restaurant

29-09 23rd Avenue

CONTACT:
John Clifton, Chair
mrjclifton@yahoo.com

RENSSELAER

Since October 2022, the Rens-
selaer County Libertarian Party

has been collecting food items

and monetary donations to give
monthly to StreetSoldiers Rens-
selaer.

NEXT MEETING:
Wed., Jan. 1, 2025 at 6:30 PM
Alexis Diner, North Greenbush

(first Wednesdays)

CONTACT:
Jennifer O’Connor,
Acting County Chair
joconnor@Ilpny.org

RICHMOND (STATEN ISLAND)

NEXT MEETING:
Thurs., Jan. 16, 2025 @ 7 PM
@ Coffee and Collectibles
(3rd Thursdays)

CONTACT:
Susan Overeem Cummings,
Chair
susanovereem@gmail.com

SARATOGA

CONTACT:
Naz Garabedien, Chair
nazareth.garabedian
@lawsonproducts.com

SCHOHARIE

CONTACT:
Lora Newell, Chair
Inewell@lpny.org

SUFFOLK

CONTACT:
Robert Schuon, Chair
rschuon@mindspring.com

TIOGA

CONTACT:

Sara Price, Chair
sprice@lpny.org
Rich Purtell, Vice-Chair
rpurtell@lpny.org

ULSTER

NEXT MEETING:
Mon., Jan. 13, 2025 at 6:30 PM
Hickory BBQ, Kingston, NY
(second Mondays)

CONTACT:
Sam Kniffen, Chair
samkniffeno1@gmail.com

LEARN MORE:
www.UlsterLP.org

WAYNE

NEXT MEETING:
Sat., Jan. 25, 2025 at 10 AM
Yellow Mills Diner
2534 NY-31, Palmyra, NY 14522
(last Saturdays)

CONTACT:
Jim Dayton, Chair
jdayton@lpny.org

LEARN MORE:
Ipwaynecounty.org

WESTCHESTER

CONTACT:
Rajib Maitra
Acting County Chair/
County Liaison
rajib.maitra1@gmail.com

YATES

CONTACT:
Jeff Bradley, Chair
jbradley@lpny.org
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LPNY DIRECTORY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Duane Whitmer Chair

Daniel Castello Vice Chair

Andrew Kolstee Secretary

Chance Haywood Treasurer

Christopher Skelly Communications Director
Mark Axinn Fundraising Director

Justin Carman IT Director

Richard Purtell Legislative Affairs Director
Pietro Geraci Outreach Director

Paul Grindle Political Director

Catrina Rocco Volunteer Director

Daniel Castello

Platform Committee Chair
Andrew Kolstee

Rules Committee Chair

Evan Lebrecht (JD3)
Justin Carman (JD3)
Vacant (JD4)

Vacant (JD4)

Vacant (JD4)

Daniel Castello (JD5)
James Fitch (JD5)

E. Rose Leatherman (JD5)
Mark Braiman (JD6)
Charles Dorgan (JD6)
Samuel Hordeski (JD6)
Steven Becker (JD7)
Justin Pelletier (JD7)
Sean Phelan (JD7)

STATE COMMITTEE
Mark Axinn (JD1) Andrew Kolstee (JD8)
Morry Davis (JD1) Duane Whitmer (JD8)
Paul Grindle (JD2) Vacant (JD8)
Gary Popkin (JD2) Pietro Geraci (JD9)

Catrina Rocco (JD9)

William Schmidt (JD9)
Jeffrey Denecke (JD10)
Jonathan Gunther (JD10)
Vincent O'Neill (JD10)
Christian Padgett (JD10)
Robert Schuon (JD10)

Blay Tarnoff (JD10)
Francisco Olvera (JD11)
Irwin Mark Weinblatt (JD11)
Vacant (JD12)

Susan Overeem-Cummings (JD13)
Chance Haywood (ex-officio)
Richard Purtell (ex-officio)

James Ziobro (JD7) Christopher Skelly (ex-officio)
Maura Botsford (JD8)
info@lpny.org www.LPNY.org 866-336-3120
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